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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS RESPONSE GUIDE

    8.01  PURPOSE: Procedures for handling hazardous material responses

            The Russell Fire Department has been charged with the responsibility of    

            mitigating by containment and/or control, any hazardous materials release into the 

            environment in the town of Russell.

8.02   OBJECTIVE: 

           To familiarize all members with the steps to be followed for mitigating an 

           incident involving hazardous materials. It must be emphasized that no one 

           person can be an expert in this field and that reliance on outside information   

           resources will be necessary.

8.03   GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Handling hazardous Materials incidents can not be equated to structural firefighting

Quick or aggressive actions have no place at a hazardous materials incident and will endanger firefighters through the possibility of exposure to the material in question. Hazardous materials incidents will be time consuming and complicated. All actions taken must be deliberate and planned following the proper research relative to the substance involved.

Hazardous materials definition:

                 A hazardous material incident is defined as  “any material or substance that 

                 presents an unusual hazard to life, the environment or property when burned, 

                 spilled or otherwise released from its normal use, handling, storage or 

                 transportation environment.”

These hazardous materials may or may not be managed or mitigated by the use of conventional, firefighting protective clothing, extinguishing agents, tactics, tools and/or appliances.

Hazardous Materials Response Procedures 

Section 1, Dispatching 

In the event a reported hazardous materials situation exists the dispatcher/operator shall make every effort to contact the fire chief (after dispatching the equipment). If the fire chief cannot be reached it will be the responsibility of the next senior officer to assume command of the incident. Although a facility may report a minor emergency, an investigative response shall be initiated to investigate and confirm the telephone conversation. Engine-1 and the hazardous materials response kit will be dispatched for the investigation. If Engine-1 is out of service Engine-3 will be dispatched.

If the investigation team deems a need for additional manpower and/or equipment, a second Engine company or the haz-mat trailer will be dispatched; the responding unit will insure radio contact with the unit on scene prior to arriving at the scene to obtain any needed information. 

If the incident commander requires the activation of the district 4 Haz-Mat team, the call for assistance will be placed through the dispatch. The dispatcher will relay all information available. Including – the material involved - amount of material - incident location - response directions. All remaining firefighters will remain at the fire station in a state of readiness 

Section 2, Response

It shall be the responsibility of the incident commander to obtain and have monitored (wind direction and weather conditions) for the duration of the incident.

A list of all personnel at the scene will be started and maintained in-order to track time for possible exposures as well as accountability.

All personnel at the scene will be in complete personnel protective clothing at al times.

All personnel shall remain alert for the possible distress of other fire department members. Personnel at the scene should display both arms extended overhead (if possible) as the standard distress signal.

The incident commander should consult the attachment located at the end of the section when activating the district 4 haz-mat team, for reference in order to identify the proper level of response needed. (Tier-1, Tier-2, Tier-3)

Section 3, Safety Officer

A safety Officer shall be appointed as soon as it has been confirmed that a hazardous materials release has occurred. The safety officer shall perform the appointed duties in accordance with OSHA reg. 1910.120 and EPA 311.

The safety officer shall be knowledgeable in the operation be implemented at the scene, with the specific responsibility to identify an evaluate hazards and to provide direction with respect to the safety of the operation for the emergency at hand.

When activities are judged to have imminent danger the safety officer shall have the authority as granted by OSHA 1910.120, “to alter, suspend or report to the incident commander the actions which have been undertaken, and any action that are needed to correct the situation at hand.”

Section 4, Decontamination

Decontamination is the process of making persons, equipment and supplies safe by eliminating poison or otherwise harmful substances. By one of following methods;

Dilution, Absorption, Chemical degradation and/or separation. The purpose of decontamination is to prevent transfer of contaminants by people or their equipment from the on-site location to a non-contaminated area.

Articles of clothing and equipment (including apparatus) that come in contact with contaminated materials, or contacts run-off from the contaminated area shall be considered contaminated and will require decontamination.

Decontamination responsibilities;

A decontamination officer will be appointed to serve as the director of the said operation. That office will insure decontamination takes place in an area suitable, and as near as possible to the incident scene. The officer shall consult all proper resources such as MSDS sheets, local poison control, Manuals, Chemists, DATA banks and/or EPA representative for the appropriate solution and decon procedures to follow. 

The Decon area shall be clearly marked with signs and perimeter tape. 

All run-off shall be controlled and contained.

Gross Decon of equipment will be performed at the scene with the final cleaning done upon return to the station.

Procedure for clean up of an incident scene

Clean up of a hazardous materials incident scene is not he responsibility or function of the Russell fire department. Private contractor which are licensed by the state of Massachusetts are responsible for that task.

Under no circumstances will any member of the Russell fire department call and/or authorize a clean-up, unless directed by the incident commander or a representative from the Department of Environmental Protection. 

The agency or party that requests a clean-up assumes the liability for all incurred expenses during that operation.
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