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APPARATUS DISPATCH PROCEDURES

9.01  PURPOSE

       A.  To provide uniform response guidelines to various

           emergencies and non-emergencies.

       B.  To identify inherent safety hazards in emergency responses.

9.02  POLICY

       A.  The Russell Fire Department apparatus responses to

           emergencies, non-emergencies, and operations shall

           endeavor to conform to those policies and procedures

           contained herein.

       B.  It shall be the endeavor of this department to answer all

           emergency alarms with an initial appropriate response in  

           a timely manor. 

       C.  In non-emergency situations the department shall endeavor

           to handle these situations as quickly as time, equipment,

           weather condition, and resources allow.

9.03  CLASSIFICATION OF ALARMS

1) Box Alarms (multiple apparatus)

a) Any fire reported within a structure including chimney

      fires.

b) Any fire reported adjacent to a structure.

c) Any alarm device sounding for structure.

d) Building collapse.

e) Any gas leak.

f) Any odor of smoke inside a structure.

g) Anytime the Senior Fire Officer In Charge feels the alarm should be a full response.

2) Still Alarms (single apparatus)

a) Vehicle fires with no exposures.

b) Automobile accident.

c) Brush or grass fires with no exposures.

d) Tree fire.

e) Lockout with children inside or the engine is running.

f) Person trapped on an elevator.

g) Any hazardous materials incident.

h) Carbon monoxide inside structure.

i) Specialized rescue (Ice, Swift water, Confined space, ect)

3) In-Service Alarm (non-emergency)

a) Service calls (broken water pipes, flooded basements)

      with no hazards.

b) Investigations

c) Transfer detail.

d) Animal trapped or stuck in a tree.

4) First Responder (medical calls)

a) Medical assists

b) Basic life support activities

9.04  PROCEDURES

       A.  Alarm Responses

           1.  It shall be the policy of this department that Box

               Alarms shall be answered with three (3)engine companies 

               and one (1) ladder company.

               a.  In those areas where there is a potential for

                   large loss of life or property the response shall

                   be with four(4)engine companies and one (1)

                   ladder company.

2. All responses for Still Alarms shall be answered with 

a minimum of one (1) engine company or rescue company. 

3. All First Responder calls will be supported with the 

    rescue truck or when the rescue is not available an 

    engine company will respond.

4. All automatic aid alarms will be supported by (1) engine 

    company initially or as identified in Memorandums of  

    Understanding  “MOU’s” in effect. 

       B. Responding apparatus

           1.  All responding units will sign on with “CONTROL” and  

               state the apparatus call sign and staffing level.  

           2.  All apparatus shall proceed to emergency alarms with

               all available  emergency  warning  devices  operating

               (sirens, lights, horns).

           3.  All apparatus drivers shall operate emergency vehicles

               in a safe manner taking into account traffic conditions 

               and weather conditions.

           4.  All personnel shall wear seat belts while apparatus is

               in motion.

           5.  Multiple  responding  apparatus shall communicate when

               approaching common intersections.
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