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SPECIAL DRIVING PROCEDURES “RULES OF THE ROAD”
16-0
PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

To establish safe practices to ensure emergency vehicles are safely operated during emergency responses.

All personnel.

The Russell Department has established the following policies that apply to employees/members who are driving fire department vehicles in an emergency response mode. (The same policies apply to the emergency operation of any other vehicle within the scope of a driver’s fire department duties.) 

16-0-1.1 USE OF WARNING DEVICE POLICY 

POLICY: 
Warning lights and audible warning devices shall be used when fire department vehicles are responding in an emergency mode. Both warning lights and audible devices must be operated in order to meet the legal definition of an emergency vehicle. 

Warning lights shall be used at all times when fire department vehicles are operating in an emergency response mode. Audible warning devices (siren and/or horn) shall be used as necessary to warn other drivers and pedestrians of the approach of an emergency vehicle and request the right-of-way. Audible warning devices shall be used in moderation when they are not required to provide warning (light traffic or open road situations). 

Audible warning devices shall not be used when a vehicle is operating in a non-emergency mode. Warning lights shall be used when the fire department vehicle is maneuvering or stopped in a location where it creates a traffic hazard. 

16-0-1.2
COURTESY/WARNING LIGHT USE
   Scope: 
All personnel who are authorized to respond to an incident in a POV. 

Policy: 
To ensure the safety of its members, the authorization for use of a “Courtesy/Warning Light” must be approved by the department. 

Installation and use of warning lights on privately owned vehicles must be in accordance with state laws and regulations. 

An authorized driver may use colored warning lights on privately owned vehicles to request the right-of-way when responding to emergency incidents. The use of a courtesy/warning light does not provide any special privileges or exemptions to traffic laws. Other drivers are not required to yield the right-of-way to a vehicle that has a courtesy light in operation. The only purpose of the warning light is to request that other drivers yield the right-of-way; the POV driver is required to comply with all traffic laws. 

The Department will revoke the authorization to use a warning/courtesy light if a member fails to comply with all of the requirements and legal limitations. 

16-0-1.3       STOPPED SCHOOL BUS

Purpose: 
To establish safe practices that address when an emergency vehicle comes to a school bus that has stopped with red lights flashing. 

Scope: All personnel. 

Policy: 
The emergency vehicle shall not pass a school bus that has stopped with red lights flashing to load or discharge passengers, unless the bus driver clearly signals that it is safe to pass. 

When clearly signaled by the bus driver that it is safe to pass a stopped school bus, the emergency vehicle shall proceed slowly and with extreme caution past the school bus; all members must be vigilant for children while approaching and passing the bus. The emergency vehicle driver must be prepared to stop immediately while approaching, passing, and leaving the area in which the school bus is stopped. 

16-0-1.4
PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK 
Purpose: 
To establish safe practices that address when an emergency vehicle comes to a pedestrian crosswalk. 

Scope: All personnel. 

Policy: 
The emergency vehicle shall not exceed the posted speed limit when approaching a pedestrian crosswalk. If the crosswalk is occupied, the emergency vehicle shall slow down and be prepared to stop if the pedestrian does not yield the right-of-way. 

16-0-1.5
PASSING TRAFFIC IN AN EMERGENCY VEHICLE 
Purpose: 
To establish safe practices that address when an emergency vehicle must pass traffic moving in the same direction. 

Scope: All personnel. 

Policy: 
When overtaking traffic that is moving in the same direction, the emergency vehicle driver shall give other drivers an opportunity to yield the right-of-way before passing. If it is necessary to pass a vehicle that has not yielded the right-of-way, the emergency vehicle shall provide as wide a clearance as possible. 

A fire department emergency vehicle shall not overtake another emergency vehicle that is traveling in the same direction unless the driver of the lead vehicle has indicated that the other may pass. A following vehicle may contact a leading vehicle by radio to request permission to pass. 

16-0-1.6
 INTERSECTION NAVIGATION POLICY 
Purpose: 
To establish procedures and guidelines for the safe operation of all emergency vehicles and apparatus when negotiating intersections. 

Scope: All personnel. 

Policy: 
The fire department emergency vehicle shall come to a full stop before entering a negative right-of-way intersection (red light, flashing red light, or stop sign), blind intersection, or any intersection where hazards are present and/or the driver cannot account for all oncoming traffic lanes. The emergency vehicle shall not enter the intersection until all approaching traffic has yielded the right-of-way and it is safe to proceed. The emergency vehicle driver shall ensure that all approaching vehicles in all lanes have yielded the right-of-way before advancing. 

If necessary, due to traffic conditions or visual obstructions, the emergency vehicle driver shall cross the intersection in stages, treating each lane as a separate intersection. The driver shall stop the vehicle, as necessary, to ensure that each lane may be crossed safely 

When passing through an intersection where the emergency vehicle has the right-of-way, by virtue of a green light in the direction of travel and/or a stop signal (stop sign) for cross-traffic, the emergency vehicle shall not exceed the posted speed limit. Emergency vehicle drivers should not assume that oncoming/opposing traffic has stopped, even when facing a green signal or “clear” route; emergency vehicle drivers must visually confirm that oncoming/opposing traffic is stopped while approaching any intersection, and be prepared to stop immediately, if necessary. 

16-0-1.7 
SPEED LIMITATIONS POLICY 
Purpose: 
To establish practices that address the speed of emergency vehicles to increase the ability of the driver/operator to maintain safe control the vehicle at all times. 

Scope: All personnel. 

Policy: 
The driver shall never exceed a speed that is safe and prudent, based on road and weather conditions and other circumstances, including the design and capabilities of the vehicle. The posted speed limit may be exceeded only when the required warning devices are in use and when weather, traffic, and road conditions are favorable. The posted speed limit shall not be exceeded under any other conditions. 

The maximum speed for any Russell Department vehicle, under favorable conditions, shall not exceed the posted speed limit by more than 10 miles per hour. 

When conditions are unfavorable, the posted speed limit shall not be exceeded and actual speed shall be determined by the conditions. 

The posted advisory speed for a curve shall be considered the maximum allowable speed under all conditions, regardless of response condition. 

Water tenders shall not respond in emergency mode unless specifically directed by a command officer or dispatch. 
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